Rule 1.18
AMENDMENT OF THE RULES OF PRACTI CE
(a) Rules of Practice Advisory Conmttee.

(1) Appoi nt ment . The Chief Judge shall appoint
menbers of a Rules of Practice Advisory Commttee (Commttee) to
serve such terns as the Chi ef Judge desi gnates. The Chief Judge
will appoint a District Judge as the Chair of the Commttee
(Chair).

(2) Responsi bilities. The Committee shall nake
reports and recommendati ons to the Court regarding the foll ow ng
matters:

(1) The consistency of the Rules of Practice
(Rules) with the United States Constitution, Acts of Congress,
t he Federal Rules and General Orders of the Court; and
(i1) Proposed anendnents to the Rul es.
(b) Procedures.

(1) Subm ssion of Proposals. Any person or
organi zation nmay propose an anendnment to the Rules. Proposals
should be submitted to the Clerk of Court, marked to the
attention of the Commttee. Gui delines for subm ssion of
proposal s are available fromthe Clerk of Court and are posted
on the District’s Internet website. For a proposal to becone
effective on Decenber 1 of a given year, it nust be submtted to
the Clerk of Court by August 31 of the preceding year.

(2) Initial Consideration of Proposals. The Chair
will convene the first nmeeting of the Commttee in Septenber to
consi der proposals. The Commttee will review proposals for

rejection, deferral or recomendation to the Court for

consideration. The Chair will assign drafting responsibility to
a Commttee nenber of those proposals that will be forwarded to
the Court. The Commttee will forward the final proposed

anendnments to the Court by February 28. The Court will decide



whet her to approve the proposed anmendnents for circulation to
t he bar and the public by April 30.

(3) Comment by the Bar and the Public. Pr oposed
anmendnments approved by the Court will be distributed to the
State Bar of Arizona and the |ocal chapters of the Federal Bar
Associ ation, published in a |ocal |egal publication, made
avail able to the public at each courthouse in the District, and
posted on the District’s Internet website. Coments from the
bar and the public shall be submtted by June 30 to the Cl erk of
Court, marked to the attention of the Commttee. The Conmttee
will forward the comments, an eval uation of the coments and the
final proposed amendnents to the Court by August 15.

(4) Final Adoption. The Court will adopt, nodify or
reject the final proposed anmendnents by Septenber 30. An
amendnent is effective as to all cases filed on or after
Decenber 1 of the year in which the amendnment was adopted and
may apply to pending cases to the extent it is practical and
fair.

(5) Alteration of Timng and Procedure. For cause,
the Court may alter the timng or procedures set forth in this
Rul e by General Order.

(c) Emergency Amendnents. When the Court or the Committee
determ nes there is an i medi ate need to i npl ement an anmendnent,
including a technical, clarifying or conform ng anendnent, the
anendnment may be adopted by the Court wi thout prior coment by
the bar or the public. The effective date of an energency
amendnment is the date set forth by the Court in the General
Order adopting the anmendnent. Amendnment s adopted under this
subsection will thereafter be circulated to the bar and the
public for coment and reevaluated by the Comm ttee and the
Court for possible revision according to the deadlines set forth
sections (b)(3) and (b)(4) of this Rule.





