
• What it is

• My 3 experiences

• Why I would do it again

• FAQs

1

Civil Litigation Panel



• Pro se litigants

• Court appoints pro bono counsel

• Generally prisoner/civil rights cases

• Survived summary judgment and headed for trial

• Settlement conference

• Voluntary/you can pick your cases
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Civil Litigation Panel: What It Is



1. Settlement conference

2. Trial

3. Mentoring a more junior attorney through trial
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3 Positive Experiences 



• Pro bono is good

• The clients need help (and they are grateful for it)

• The judges need help (and they are grateful for it)

• Jury trial experience!

• “Props” (from supervisors, colleagues, judges)

• Build your career/reputation in the legal community
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Why I Would Do It Again



• Do I have to go to prison?

• Do I have to reopen discovery?

• What if I know nothing about civil rights laws/§1983?

• Ninth Circuit Section 1983 Outline 
https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/content/view.php?pk_id=0000000724

• Ninth Circuit Model Civil Jury Instructions for Civil Rights Actions 42 USC §1983
https://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/jury-instructions/node/137
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FAQs


