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(f) Sanctions for Noncompliance with Rules or Failure to Appear. 

(1) When Appropriate. After notice and a reasonable opportunity to be 

heard, the Court upon its own initiative may impose appropriate sanctions upon the party, 

attorney, supervising attorney or law firm who without just cause: 

(A) violates, or fails to conform to, the Federal Rules of Civil or 

Criminal Procedure, the Local Rules of Practice and Procedure for the District, the Federal 

Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Local Bankruptcy Rules and/or any order of the Court; 

or 

(B) fails to appear at, or be prepared for, a hearing, pretrial conference 

or trial where proper notice has been given. 

The Court may impose sanctions against a supervising attorney or law firm only if the 

Court finds that such supervising attorney or law firm had actual knowledge, or reason to 

know, of the offending behavior and failed to take corrective action. 

(2) Sanctions; Generally. The Court may make such orders as are just 

under the circumstances of the case, and among others the following: 

(A) An order imposing fines; 

(B) An order imposing costs, including attorneys' fees; 

(C) An order that designated matters or facts shall be taken to be 

established for the purposes of the action; 

(D) An order refusing to allow the failing party to support or 

oppose designated claims or defenses, or prohibiting that party from introducing designated 

matters or facts in evidence; 

(E) An order striking, in whole or in part, pleadings, motions or 

memoranda filed in support or opposition thereto; and 



(F) An order imposing sanctions as permitted by Rule 83.2, Local 

Rules of Civil Procedure, Disbarment, for violations of the applicable ethical rules, 

incorporated into these Local Rules by Rule 83.2(d), Local Rules of Civil Procedure. The 

Court may also refer the matter to the relevant bar association(s) for appropriate action. For 

violations of form, sanctions will be limited generally to fines, costs or attorneys' fees 

awards. Local rules governing the form of pleadings and other papers filed with the Court 

include, but are not limited to, the provision of Rule 7.1, Local Rules of Civil Procedure. 

Attorneys' fees may only be assessed for a violation of a Local Rule when the Court finds 

that the party, attorney, supervising attorney or law firm has acted in bad faith or has 

willfully disobeyed Court orders or rules. 

(3) Sanctions; Repeated Violations in Civil Cases. If, in a civil case, the 

Court finds that an attorney, party, supervising attorney or law firm has committed repeated 

serious violations without just cause, such finding may result in the imposition of more 

serious sanctions, including but not limited to, increased fines, fines plus attorneys' fees 

and costs, contempt, or the entry of judgment against the offending party on the entire case. 

Judgment against the offending party will not be entered unless the Court also finds there 

are no other adequate sanctions available. 

(4) Scope; Enforcement. Nothing in this Local Rule is intended to modify, 

or take the place of, the Court's inherent powers, contempt powers or the sanctions 

provisions contained in any applicable federal rule or statute. Further, nothing in this Local 

Rule is intended to confer upon any attorney or party the right to file a motion to enforce 

the provisions of this Local Rule. The initiation of enforcement proceedings under this 

Local Rule is within the sole discretion of the Court. 


