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Essay Contest Finalists 
 

1st place—Akshita Khanna  
11th grade, BASIS Phoenix, Phoenix 

 
2nd place—Prisha Yelamanchili 

9th grade, BASIS Chandler, Chandler 
 

3rd place—Chloe Moore 
11th grade, Desert Vista High School, Phoenix 

 
Video Contest Finalists 

 
1st place—Team of Aayush Shah, Mihir Sahani, Vivan Patel 

9th grade, BASIS Chandler, Chandler 
 

2nd place—Anthony Baltazar 
11th grade, Desert Vista High School, Phoenix 

 
3rd place—Christine Vuong 

11th grader, Mesa High School, Mesa 
 
 



Honorable Mention—Essays 
 

Kinda Beblawi 
10th grade, Dobson Montessori, Mesa 

 
Westley Butcher 

11th grade, Sunnyslope High School, Phoenix 
 

Michelle Chen 
12th grade, Coronoa del Sol, Tempe 

 
Indiana Graham 

10th grade, Dobson Montessori, Mesa 
 

Ryder Hess 
10th grade, Desert Vista High School, Phoenix 

 
Varyan Jain 

9th grade, BASIS Chandler, Chandler 
 

Giovanni Miraglia 
11th grade, Dobson Montessori, Mesa 

 
Aadhrit Peram 

9th grade, BASIS Chandler, Chandler 
 

Jennifer Pham 
12th grade, Desert Vista High School, Phoenix 

 
Cole Wegener 

12th grade, Desert Vista High School, Phoenix 
 
 

Honorable Mention—Video 
 

Team of Roselyn Dorell and Jeremy Knutsen 
11th grade, Morenci High School, Clifton 

 
 


