
 

 
 

The Federal Bar Association Phoenix Chapter presents: 
 

The Law of the River at a Crossroads:  
Arizona, the Colorado, and the Post-2026 Future 

The Colorado River supplies a considerable portion of Arizona's water, and the century of law 
governing it is being tested as never before. This one-hour CLE offers a clear, practitioner-focused 
overview in three parts. First, we trace the “Law of the River”—from the 1922 Compact and Arizona 
v. California through the 2007 Interim Guidelines and 2019 Drought Contingency Plan—to explain 
how the current system came to be. Second, we examine the current situation: the structural deficit, 
conditions at Lakes Mead and Powell, and why the Central Arizona Project’s junior priority means 
it absorbs the deepest cuts. Finally, we look ahead to the post-2026 negotiations and the litigation 
risk on the horizon. A panel discussion and audience Q&A will follow. 

 
Presenters: 

 
Prof. Rhett Larson, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 

Sandy Fabritz, Director of Water Strategy, Freeport McMoRan 
Fred Breedlove, Dorsey & Whitney LLP 

 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026, 12:00 – 1:00 PM 

 
$25 for FBA members  

$20 for FBA members (public sector/public interest) 
$40 for non-FBA members 

Free for law clerks and students registered with the FBA 
*All options include lunch 

 
Presented In-Person at: 

The Sandra Day O’Connor U.S. Courthouse, Jury Assembly Room 
401 W. Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

 
Register here by Friday, September 4, 2026 

 
 

The State Bar of Arizona does not approve or accredit CLE activities for the Mandatory Continuing 
Legal Education requirement.  This activity may qualify for up to 1.00 hours toward your annual CLE 

requirement for the State Bar of Arizona. 


