Plea Agreement Procedure with Flip Flop and Material Witness Stipulations

Tucson Cases
Procedures
In Tucson cases, when a case is ready for a change of plea hearing, please note the updated process.
 
1. Counsel will not lodge the plea agreement. 
2. Counsel will call the Magistrate Judge Chambers to set a plea hearing.
3. The Magistrate Judge JA will inform counsel if a copy of the plea agreement should be emailed and, if appropriate, provide the email address.  
4. Counsel will file the Notice of Plea Hearing.
5. Except for cases on the flip-flop duty calendar:  Plea agreements and stipulations to release material witnesses must be personally hand-signed by the defendant.  Defense counsel may hand-sign or electronically sign plea agreements and stipulations to release material witnesses for themselves but not on behalf of defendants.  The government’s counsel may hand-sign or electronically sign plea agreements and stipulations to release material witnesses on behalf of the government.  
6. For cases on the flip-flop duty calendar:  Defense counsel may hand-sign or electronically sign plea agreements and stipulations to release material witnesses on behalf of defendants.
7. Consents of Defendant and Waivers of Indictment may be hand-signed or electronically signed by counsel on behalf of defendants and may be filed prior to the change of plea hearing.
8. These procedures apply equally to disposition agreements in connection with admit/deny hearings on supervised release violations.
Reminders
1. The Consent of Defendant and Waivers of Indictment can be signed by counsel on behalf of the defendant and filed prior to the change of plea hearing.  Alternatively, the Consent of Defendant form can be signed by the defendant at the time defense counsel meets with his or her client to review and obtain a signature on the plea agreement.

2. Documents must be reviewed for accuracy prior to sending them to the Court.  Inaccurate information and typographical errors routinely continue to be identified within plea agreements.  Errors in plea agreements may cause the change of plea hearing to be vacated, continued, or delayed or, in Phoenix, may delay the filing of the Waiver and Information.  We ask that these documents be thoroughly proofread prior to submission.
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